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I wanted to take this opportunity to welcome you to one of the greatest ministries in the world, the ministry of Awana.  Riverview Baptist Church began using the Awana ministry in 1984.  Since that time hundreds of children have been ministered to through this wonderful program.  Allow me to share with you what the Awana ministry is all about.


Awana is an international, Bible�centered youth ministry providing local churches with weekly clubs and programs for those in pre�school through high school.  The goal of Awana is to reach boys and girls, and their families, with the gospel of Christ and train them to serve Him.  The word Awana stands for “Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed” and comes from 2 Timothy 2:15.  “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (K.J.V.).


Awana is a wonderful tool for the youth of our community.  The Awana Clubs and programs make Scripture memorization fun and are geared to the needs of a range of ages and grades.  And Awana works!  Countless times, we’ve witnessed the way God has used the Awana programs to reach boys and girls for Christ.





Reaching our world’s young people is very important.  Eighty-five percent of all people who do not accept Jesus Christ by age eighteen never will.  That’s why Awana offers a series of clubs and programs geared to the needs of a particular age or grade.  As a vital part of the Riverview Baptist Church youth ministry, Awana Clubs and programs effectively reach young people with the good news of Jesus Christ.





My hope and prayer is that you will send your child to our Awana program.  The remainder of this letter will give you more information concerning Awana and the ministry of Riverview Baptist Church.









































All clubbers (Cubbies through Junior Varsity) meet in the gymnasium at 5:55 P.M. for the opening ceremony.  This ceremony includes the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, pledge to the Awana flag, and quoting the Awana theme verse, 2 Timothy 2:15.  Each club night is opened with prayer.  Announcements are given before clubbers are dismissed to their various activities.  





We want the clubbers to know the truth — what it means to trust Christ as their Savior.  We also want them to understand the truth — the good things God has to say to us in His Word, the Bible.  We also want the same for you, that you will know Jesus Christ as your Savior, and that you will understand the truths of God’s Word.  While your children are involved in Awana, R.B.C. offers you the opportunity to attend Sunday evening Bible study from 6:15 to 7:15 in the main auditorium.  We hope that you will stay and learn more about God and His Word with us.



































A few words from Pastor Ward:





Dear Parents
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Shahn Wilburn – R.B.C. Pastor (626-3792)


Ward Harris – Associate Pastor of Youth (626-5055)


Clay Stafford – Awana Commander (921-4456)
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Cubbies


The Awana club for preschoolers is built on two premises:


• Young children can and should receive spiritual training.�• Home is the primary place for spiritual training.


Our preschool program meets these needs through …


Fun – and lots of it! �Awana is fun with a purpose – to reach and train kids for Jesus Christ. Games, puppets, crafts, awards and other activities transform our preschool program into a lively weekly experience where fun and learning go hand in hand.


Friendly characters and leaders �Cubbie Bear, Luv E. Lamb, Ern. E. Elephant, Zip E. Zebra and Gigi Giraffe take preschoolers on a thrilling journey through God’s Word. Caring, committed volunteer leaders from R.B.C. nurture your children spiritually as Christian role models and teachers.


Foundational teaching �Bible-centered handbooks and club activities help your children begin to build a solid understanding of the basics of Christianity at an early age.


Family involvement �Cubbies is unique because it supports parents as the primary source of spiritual nurturing. By working directly with their child on the weekly handbook lessons, parents become active participants in their child’s spiritual development. Your kids will reap immediate benefits from their involvement in this exciting program.


 




































































Sparks


 The Awana club for children in kindergarten through second grade builds on the material taught in our preschool club. The aim of the curriculum is to take youngsters a step deeper into God’s Word while giving unsaved boys and girls regular opportunities to hear the gospel and come to faith in Jesus Christ. After being immersed in solid foundational teaching at the preschool level, boys and girls frequently come to an understanding of their need to trust Christ as their personal Savior while in Sparks.





Immersing kids in God’s Word�The Sparks program is firmly grounded in Scripture. The three handbooks feature:


Basic truths about God, Jesus Christ, salvation and the Bible 


An increased emphasis on Scripture memory over our preschool materials. In three years, a child will learn and review 68 verses, many of which cover salvation and key Christian doctrine 


Clear and consistent presentation of the gospel message 


Fun + learning = results�Sparks club meetings combine learning with fun to create an atmosphere of irresistible excitement for churched and unchurched kids alike. Club meetings are divided into three segments:


Bible teaching, worship, award presentations and the gospel message 


Small group interaction and completion of Bible-based lessons 


Age-appropriate games on the Awana game circle 


Along the way, Sparky, the friendly firefly, encourages boys and girls to learn verses and complete assignments throughout the three handbooks.






































This is Sparkie, the mascot of the Sparks clubs.





























This is Cubbie Bear, the mascot of the Cubbies.
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Truth and Training (T&T)






















































































The name Truth & Training reflects the passion of Awana to teach third- through sixth-grade boys and girls the truth of God’s Word and to train them to follow Christ in their daily lives. Our goal is that many of today’s young people will become tomorrow’s church leaders. T&T is the program that trains the leaders of tomorrow — today.


Exciting features to get kids excited about God’s Word�T&T is equipped with a variety of dynamic tools to accomplish this mission:


Four handbooks of increasing difficulty which teach children that life’s ultimate adventure is a personal relationship with Jesus Christ 


A cast of fun characters that boys and girls learn from and follow on interesting journeys in the handbooks 


Weekly meetings that expose children to the gospel message, Scripture memory, Bible study, awards, team- oriented games and gut-busting fun 


A Bible-centered curriculum that helps kids build a firm foundation for their faith, hide God’s Word in their heart and apply the truths of Scripture to their daily lives 


Interactive CDs that use exciting high-tech games to teach and reinforce key biblical truths 


Evangelism and discipleship go hand in hand in our third- through sixth-grade program. By the time a child has completed T&T, he will have:


Learned and reviewed approximately 310 verses 


Studied dozens of passages from the Old and New Testament 


Regularly heard and read the gospel message 


Discovered the Bible’s response to questions like “How does God want me to live my life?” and memorized verses to back up these answers 


Completed missions projects that help him see the world through God’s eyes

















































































































 AWANA SCHEDULE:


Awana begins each Sunday night at 5:55 P.M.


























Junior Varsity


Meeting young people at ALL levels�Jr. Varsity, our ministry for junior-high students, meets the needs of teenagers at three different levels.


One level (Come See) targets unsaved youth. 


A second level (Come Follow) helps young or nominal believers grow in their faith. 


Another level (Come Serve) trains committed teenagers for leadership, ministry service and a deeper walk with God. 


Young people are given opportunities to put their faith in action by getting involved in service projects and serving their church. 


Something for everyone�JV meetings take that same three-tiered approach by offering something for everyone.


A feature event uses spirited games and activities to attract unsaved teens to church and then make them feel at home. 


Large group time communicates a single Bible truth that spiritually lost teenagers can grasp. 


Teens are then organized into small groups according to their spiritual needs. 


After two years in the program, your young people will have:


Recited up to 334 verses 


Been exposed to the gospel on a weekly basis�Studied real-life topics like dating, honesty, peer pressure and temptation from a relevant biblical perspective 


Been trained to serve and follow Christ through the struggles of daily teen life 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Awana Club Descriptions
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Awana Club Descriptions








“Because Kids Matter to God”





High School Ministry: Alpha Delta Omega





If you have any questions, please call.





Check out Awana at:


www.awana.org





Riverview Baptist Church


219 Big Stoney Creek Road


Ripplemead, VA 24150


Phone:


(540) 626-3792


E-mail:


rivbapch@pemtel.net





www.riverviewbaptistchurch.com








The Varsity program of Awana, Journey 24-7, is available for those students who desire to complete all levels of Awana.  Journey 24-7 is for students in ninth through twelfth grades and operates in conjunction with the youth group of R.B.C., Alpha Delta Omega.  Our high-school program features an energetic look, enhanced content, life application and an emphasis on Scripture memory. They are challenging and thought provoking yet accessible to students from all spiritual backgrounds.





If a student completes all handbooks in the Awana program, this achievement can lead to scholarships at a number of top Christian colleges around the country.





  






































Should you have any questions about Awana or any of the ministries here at Riverview Baptist Church, please feel free to contact us.  We will be glad meet with you, give you a call, or send you whatever information that you may need.  Those of us here at Riverview Baptist Church want to minister you and your family.  We welcome you to become a part of what God is doing in our church and our community.
















































































The Importance of Ministering to Children





The mission of Riverview Baptist Church is “to glorify God by leading individuals to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and a growing relationship with Him.”  Each individual, regardless of age, is a soul in need of Christ.  This church is committed to ministering the gospel to youth of all ages and to teaching them the truths of God’s Word.





Proverbs 22:6 tells us to “train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”  We believe that the younger the child, the more easily that child can be molded in the image of Christ (Romans 8:29).  Children often accept biblical truths without question due to their childlike faith.  It is for this reason that Riverview Baptist Church is committed to providing the best youth ministries possible.





The Philosophy of Christian Education





The philosophy of Christian Education at Riverview Baptist Church is based on the principles taught in Deuteronomy 31:12-13a.  That passage reads, “Gather (evangelize) the people together, men, and women, and children, and thy stranger (visitor) that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn (teaching), and fear (respect) the LORD your God, and observe to do all the words of this law (obedience): And that their children, which have not known any thing, may hear, and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as ye live (changed lives)...”





This philosophy helps to establish the following goals for each youth:


1. To reach out to all youth that they may come under the hearing of God’s Word.


2. That each youth may come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.


3. That each youth may grow in their knowledge and understanding of the Scriptures.


4. That each youth may learn to apply the truths of God’s Word to their lives.





Deuteronomy 6:1-9 teaches that we are to continually teach the truths of God’s Word to our youth, making our faith a way of life.  Those involved in the youth ministries at Riverview Baptist Church recognize the important partnership between the church and the parents, grandparents, and guardians of children.  The church working together with the family can provide a solid foundation in the truths of the Bible for our youth.





















































